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Flint Water Crisis
[bookmark: _GoBack]1.  What are the emotional impacts of the water crisis on Flint residents? The emotional impact of the water crisis includes feelings of anxiety, depression, helplessness and anger. Flint residents are facing anxiety and helplessness due to the threat of lead poisoning, that is in their own homes. Additionally, water is a basic element of survival and being unsure of whether it is safe or not can be quite depressing especially since this is a service that is paid for. People getting sick especially children, a situation that has made the residents of Flint angry leading to mass protests.
2. After viewing the video, how would you describe the state of the homes in Flint? Most homes seem to be living on a tight budget considering the general economic crisis in Flint. Consumption of tap water is common meaning there is not much luxurious living among most of the residents. What do their homes possibly reveal about the income levels of people who live in Flint? Flint residents has mainly low-income levels. In the video, the water crisis is also described as a poverty crisis. Flint is also facing a financial emergency which and an increased crime rate which relates to low income. Some of the residents can afford a water filter for example the woman who is said to be on social welfare hence cannot afford $25 additional bill for the filter. Evidently, a good percentage of the population lives below the poverty line.
3. List the health impacts residents are facing caused by Flint's polluted water? Among the health issues reported include evidence of lead poisoning with symptoms such as hair loss, rashes, listlessness, muscle aches and pains. Another health impact is the outbreak of Legionnaires' disease, a severe form of pneumonia, which is described as one of the deadliest water-borne illnesses in the developed world caused by legionella bacteria due to a breach in Flint's water treatment.
4. Who should be held responsible for the Flint water crisis and its impacts on residents and why? The Michigan's water and health officials are responsible for this crisis since they have failed in their duty to protect the public. This includes the emergency managers, and officials from Michigan's Department of Environmental Quality, Department of Health and Human Services and the Flint Water Plant
5. Regarding the water issues in Flint, MI, the issue of whether or not someone "cares" seems to be important. What do you think? Do you think it matters when a person cares about a situation or cares about another person? Do you think this might be a key to successful outcomes? Why or why not? Yes, whether a person cares about a person or a certain situation is the most important factor in determining the success of any project. It is human nature to discriminate in favor of that which directly affects us or that which we are passionate about. If the water and health officials cared about the concerns of lead poisoning and the health of the residents, this issue would have been followed up immediately. Moreover, proper practices would have been put in place regarding water treatment once the shift was made regardless of the financial crisis.
6.  An independent panel appointed by Michigan Governor Rick Snyder concluded that the Flint water crisis is an example of environmental injustice.  Define environmental justice in your own words.  Explain how this crisis is an example of environmental injustice using evidence from the video.  Environmental injustice refers to the unequal distribution of environmental hazards whereby minorities and poor people must deal with poor environmental practices and have the larger proportion of environmental hazardous facilities. This is the case with Flint whose majority of the residents are of low income families and people of color. In the video, the Flint water crisis is described by Michael Moore, a filmmaker and protester as not just a water crisis but also a racial crisis and a poverty crisis. The proper environmental practices such as corrosion control have been overlooked and action is delayed for a long time even when there a lot of parties including scientists raising concerns about the water.
